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BACKGROUND
The Logan and Albert Conservation Association (LACA) is a volunteer run community group that has been operating in the Logan and Albert areas in South-east Queensland for approximately 20 years.  LACA has received previous local government grants with the Beaudesert Shire Council (now Scenic Rim Regional Council) to organize a series of five community education workshops and one koala survey training day in 2007.  Our members come from Logan City Council and the Scenic Rim Regional Councils.  
LACA has been involved in local and state government consultation processes in relation to the Office of Urban Management’s South-east Queensland Regional Plan that in 2006 proposed to accommodate an additional 230 000 people in the area of North Beaudesert alone (now within the new Logan City council area).  The North Beaudesert region has been the focus of intensive planning for major infrastructure upgrades to the Mt Lindesay Highway (currently being upgraded from 2 lanes to an eventual 10 lanes wide) in addition to new planning for future road and rail corridors as part of the South-east Queensland Regional Plan.  There is currently no koala mapping that has been conducted in the North Beaudesert area (Logan City Council and Scenic Rim Regional Council) and consequently State Government departments like Main Roads do not feel that they need to provide basic features like koala fencing as part of their new road upgrades and continue to design and plan roads that fragment habitat where koalas are known to currently exist and not follow the guidelines in the existing Queensland Koala Conservation Plan because there have been no koala conservation areas surveyed or mapped in the North Beaudesert area.  This is completely inconsistent with the efforts being made in wildlife movement solutions in the Koala Coast Area of Redlands Council and parts of eastern Logan City Council.
SUBMISSION FEEDBACK

1. Community consultation
LACA is concerned about the lack of sufficient time given for the community to make a properly researched and informed submission. Our group only received 3 days notice of this review document. We understand that the Wildlife Preservation Society of Queensland has received less than 3 weeks notice of this review.  It is recommended that more effective communication processes and longer time frames be used in future to alert peak organisations and to communicate submission opportunities to the general community.

2. Need to increase the status of the koala to endangered in south-east Queensland and the level of protection of the koala and its habitat especially those populations that are at high risk of population decline e.g. Koalas in South-east Queensland.  It is misleading to the Australian and international community to continue to regard koalas as common. Without a higher level of protection state government departments like Main Roads in Queensland and developers will continue to do nothing to ensure the survival and protection of koalas or the habitat upon which they are so dependent.

3. The National Koala Conservation Strategy 1998 needs to be reviewed immediately and future ongoing and more regular reviews are needed.

4. Koala numbers are declining – without a higher status and level of protection for the koala and its habitat, local extinctions of koalas will occur particularly in South-east Queensland.  Existing populations are in decline already and the Queensland State government is currently planning to accommodate another 1 million people in Brisbane and additional population in other parts of South-east Queensland. The North Beaudesert area (location approximately 30 minutes south of Brisbane ) is proposed to have an additional 230 000 people in the next 30 years. Koalas currently exist in North Beaudesert but there has been no formal survey or mapping of koalas in either Logan City Council or the Scenic Rim Regional Council.  Serious planning in South-east Queensland considering any future growth cannot ignore koala populations or the habitat on which the rely to survive.
5. Need for Strategic Approach
Lack of communication between different levels of government and transboundary issues between different local governments and poor communication between different offices  of the same Queensland government departments (e.g. Main Roads )
6. Much more resources need to be invested into protecting our biodiversity and koalas in Australia, particularly in areas where koalas are in decline. 

7. Protection of the koala does not protect their habitat. In South-east Queensland habitat is only protected by local government if it is endangered or of concern regional ecosystems as identified by the Queensland Herbarium. Even if vegetation is of this status, developers and government departments can get permits to clear this remnant vegetation. This does not protect linkages between habitats that may be not of concern vegetation which is not generally retained during development .

8. p5 of 1998 National Koala conservation Strategy recognises that Queensland koalas are probably in decline but little has been done since this document to address and prevent this trend.

9. Climate Change – most levels government, developers and the general community have no idea what the implications of habitat fragmentation and clearing has in terms of reducing rainfall, and longer term impacts on reducing biodiversity once species are no longer able to recolonise other habitats once they are fragmented and cleared. Linkages between habitats need to be retained, buffered and consolidated to allow species to be more resilient in the future in the event of climate change.
10.  Greater protection is needed for koala habitat now – not in 5, 10, 15 years time.  WHAT ACTION IS GOING TO BE TAKEN NOW? 
11. The major management problems for Queensland include: habitat loss, fragmentation and degradation, disease, roads, predation by dogs, government decisions and lack of government action.

12. How can the Australian government increase state action toward the conservation and protection of koalas and their habitat?
13. Concerns about the effectiveness of the Koala conservation Plan in Queensland – only protects koalas in core conservation areas and business as usual in areas outside these ie development and infrastructure without consideration for koalas.

14. Conservation biology of koalas is known now – increase access to this information to the community.

15. Compulsory – community to plant locally indigenous species , need state of the art wildlife hospitals and ambulances for injured wildlife
16. How can koala conservation be incorporate into all land use planning at all levels of government? This is not happening now. Local government and developers will only protect what has to be protected – few will voluntarily protect koalas or habitat that are not required to be protected by state or federal government to protect.
17. First priority to retain all remaining vegetation, including regrowth vegetation.

18. There is enough evidence now to indicate koalas are in decline in areas like south-east Queensland – the precautionary principle must be applied.

19. Greater investment of resources and funding needs to be available to the community and organisations involved in koala conservation and protection of their habitat. 
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