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BRISBANE QLD  4002
SUBMISSION TO DRAFT SOUTH EAST QUEENSLAND REGIONAL PLAN 2009-31
I write to object to the planned increase in South East Queensland’s population by 1.3 million and in particular, to the  planned development of 19,500 more dwellings in the Redlands.  
Overpopulation and overconsumption of the world’s resources are the root cause of Climate Change.  South East Queensland (and within it, the Redlands)  is already under severe stress due to overpopulation.  
All our major problems are due to having more people in the Region than the natural and man-made resources can support.  
The negative impacts of existing urbanisation and overpopulation in SEQ and Redlands are already ecologically unsustainable, grossly evident and unmanageable - diminishing water supplies, degenerating waterways, diminishing koala populations, depleted Moreton Bay fishery, traffic congestion, unaffordable housing, collapsing hospital and health systems and escalating demands on our carbon-generating coal-fired energy supply, to name a few.  
The population of the South East Queensland (SEQ) Region must be stabilised, not forced to increase.  

My reasons for objecting to the further urbanisation of South East Queensland and the Redlands (in particular the ‘Southern Redland Bay Identified Growth Area’) proposed in the Draft SEQ Regional Plan 2009-31 are outlined under the following headings of the Draft Plan:

PART D Section 1: Sustainability & Climate Change
1. The Redlands has already reached or exceeded its sustainable limits;  further expansion/ urbanisation would compromise beyond recognition the values that characterise our community, give the Redlands its unique identity and underpin our cherished quality of life, ie – the green bushlands and open space, the blue  bay, the red soil farms, and our individual village communities.
2. The red soil farms that give the Redlands its name and character are almost gone, and those that remain should be protected and preserved for landscape value and more importantly, for future sustainable farming requirements;  coastal rains and the farms’ proximity to a major city are principle factors in achieving sustainable communities as Peak Oil makes the transporting of foods great distances unaffordable.

3. Further urbanisation will place more stress on water and energy supplies; the Minjerribah/ North Stradbroke Island  aquifer is a finite resource and cannot sustain escalating extraction;  building more residential housing and industry to achieve the Regional Plan’s population targets for South East Queensland will mean escalating water consumption as well as the removal of more trees and more consumption of coal-fired energy at a time when demand in South East Queensland is already exceeding supply and when Climate Change is clearly understood to be caused by destruction of forests and burning of fossil fuels.

PART D Section 2: Natural Environment
4. Further urbanisation is the greatest threat to the survival of koalas and will mean certain local extinction;  a cohort of at least 5000 animals is required to maintain viability;  at last count there were an estimated 2900 koalas remaining;  any further urbanisation will push the Redlands’ koala population to extinction;  the infill development proposed for the Redlands would devastate the urban habitat which EPA studies prove is critical to the koala’s survival;  open areas should not be urbanised as they provide essential buffer between habitat and development;  traffic kills and dog attacks arising from more urbanisation in the Koala Coast constitute insurmountable threats to the koala population;  large tracts of land should be protected and/ or revegetated as habitat, not razed for housing/ industry.

5. Redlands’ creeks, waterways and western Bay itself are badly degraded, as proven by consecutive Healthy Waterways ‘F’ Report Cards.

6. The Moreton Bay fishery is depleted;  more mainland and island urbanisation would bring more pressure and stress onto these waterways, marine ecosystems and wildlife;  wherever possible through the SEQ Regional Planning process, land on the Southern Moreton Bay Islands should be removed from the urban footprint and protected.
7. SEQ has the highest biodiversity in Australia; we must protect remaining open space for wildlife and  public recreation.
PART D Section 3: Regional Landscape
8. The red soil farms that give the Redlands its name and character are almost gone, and those that remain should be protected and preserved for landscape value and more importantly, for future sustainable farming requirements;  coastal rains and the farms’ proximity to a major city are principle factors in achieving sustainable communities as Peak Oil makes the transporting of foods great distances unaffordable.

9. The southern half of Redlands’ mainland has long been planned and valued as the green buffer between the Redlands and Logan City (yet this has already been heavily compromised by the Mount Cotton/ Bayview development and by extractive industry);  it must also be protected and nurtured for its landscape and habitat values; the first principle of ‘Transit Orientated Development’ is consolidation of the urban form;  contrary to this, development of the proposed ‘Southern Redland Bay Identified Growth Area’ would push urban sprawl the full length of the Redlands and result in even more traffic congestion; the Southern Redland Bay Identified Growth Area must be removed.

10. The land at Kinross Road is some of the most picturesque in the Redlands, with views to the city and the sea;  it comprises significant tracts of conservation habitat and critical links;  the Future Growth Area at Kinross Road should be removed and the land protected for its landscape and conservation values by development as a Regional Park/ Conservation Area.
11. The urbanisation of South-East Thornlands would mean a continuous sprawl from Cleveland to Victoria Point, eroding Redlands’ unique ‘village’ character even further;  inter-urban breaks are essential to the Redlands’ identity and must also be rigorously protected for their landscape and habitat values; to this end the Future Growth Areas of South-East Thornlands, Bunker Road, Double Jump Road and the Thornlands Integrated Enterprise Area must be removed.
12. All SEQ’s remaining open space, farms and  bushlands must be protected for future generations.
PART D Section 4: Natural Resources
13. Further urbanisation will place more stress on water and energy supplies; the Minjerribah/ North Stradbroke Island  aquifer is a finite resource and cannot sustain escalating extraction;  building more residential housing and industry to achieve the Regional Plan’s population targets for South East Queensland will mean escalating water consumption as well as the removal of more trees and more consumption of coal-fired energy at a time when demand in South East Queensland is already exceeding supply and when Climate Change is clearly understood to be caused by destruction of forests and burning of fossil fuels.

14. Overpopulation / overfishing is causing the collapse of the Moreton Bay fishery;  the commercial and  recreational fishery will collapse entirely if the population is allowed to grow further.
15. The SEQ Regional Plan 2009-31 must call up, engrain and rely upon the Ecosystem Services framework and constraint mapping prepared, used and submitted by South East Queensland Catchments.  
Note: 

The  Ecosystem Services framework provides a sophisticated scoring system to rate the relative importance of each ecosystem service in relation to human value and economic benefits provided by the service.  The landscape provides ‘services’ such as fresh water and clean air that are often taken for granted, however these services are costly to reinstate once removed. Developed in collaboration with leading academics and experts from all levels of government, the framework is a useful tool in assisting policy development, delivery and decision making associated with managing the region’s natural resources.  The ecosystem services of South East Queensland have been mapped, providing a valuable spatial representation tool to assist decision makers with policy development, planning and management of natural resources.  

PART D Section 6: Strong Communities
16. Overpopulation is destroying the identify of individual towns, villages and  communities; community spirit and  traditional bonds are being lost.

17. The urbanisation of South-East Thornlands would mean a continuous sprawl from Cleveland to Victoria Point, eroding Redlands’ unique ‘village’ character even further;  inter-urban breaks are essential to the Redlands’ identity and must also be rigorously protected for their landscape and habitat values; to this end the Future Growth Areas of South-East Thornlands, Bunker Road, Double Jump Road and the Thornlands Integrated Enterprise Area must be removed.
18. The southern half of Redlands’ mainland has long been planned and valued as the green buffer between the Redlands and Logan City (yet this has already been heavily compromised by the Mount Cotton/ Bayview development and by extractive industry);  it must also be protected and nurtured for its landscape and habitat values; the first principle of ‘Transit Orientated Development’ is consolidation of the urban form;  contrary to this, development of the proposed ‘Southern Redland Bay Identified Growth Area’ would push urban sprawl the full length of the Redlands and result in even more traffic congestion; the Southern Redland Bay Identified Growth Area must be removed.
19. Overpopulation means that community services cannot keep pace with demand; quality of life is diminishing as a result.
PART D Section 8 &  9: Smart Growth / Economic Development
20. Basing the Region’s economic wellbeing on building houses equates to offering the people of SEQ full employment aboard the Titanic;  we need new jobs in green, 21st century industries.

PART D Section 10: Infrastructure
21. We can’t afford to provide hospitals, schools, transport, water and  energy to an endlessly growing population;  stabilise the SEQ population and  strive to meet the needs of the people who are here now!

PART D Section 11: Water Management
22. Further urbanisation will place more stress on water supplies; the Minjerribah/ North Stradbroke Island  aquifer is a finite resource and cannot sustain escalating extraction.

23. Don’t ask the people of SEQ to reduce water consumption to increase the population; conserve the water we are able to save for a future time of drought;  we know Climate Change is drying the SEQ Region and  Australia.
PART D Section 12: Integrated Transport
24. The first principle of ‘Transit Orientated Development’ is consolidation of the urban form;  contrary to this, development of the proposed ‘Southern Redland Bay Identified Growth Area’ would push urban sprawl the full length of the Redlands and result in even more traffic congestion; the Southern Redland Bay Identified Growth Area must be removed.

25. SEQ’s roads, trains and  buses are overloaded and  failing  now;  Redlands’ population is being driven upward but infrastructure is already inadequate;  transport systems across SEQ will collapse under another 1.3 million people;  we simply cannot afford to build the infrastructure for this many people.
My other views about more urbanisation of the Redlands are ……
Yours sincerely

_____________________________________________ 
(Signature)

_____________________________________________ 
(Name)
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